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In the course of researching this book, I’ve been fortunate to spend time with a 

small army of fascinating people. I can’t list them all, but I’d like to offer thanks to 

Dan Hauser, Wesley Chesbro, Alexandra Stillman (nee Fairless),  Bob Gearheart, 

Frank Klopp, Bill Bertain, and the late Dan Ihara: the founders of Humboldt 

County’s wastewater rebellion of the 1970s. 

   As the book grew more global, I spoke with people farther afield.  I’m grateful to 

Marion Joseph, Phyllis Faber, Bill Mitsch, Grace Brush and George Tchobanoglous 

for sharing their knowledge and experience.   

   Edie Butler and Carly Marino, librarians at Humboldt State University’s 

Humboldt Room, have helped tremendously with locating documents and 

photographs. 

   Leslie Scopes Anderson generously shared her time and her beautiful wildlife 

photographs. 

   Thanks to Jeremy Lewis, my patient editor at Oxford University Press. 

   Parts of Chapter 10 originally appeared in Undark.  Chapter 11 is based on articles 

that first appeared in the journal BioScience. 

   Last and always, love and gratitude to Hugh. 

 

Update February 2026 – 

   Sharon Levy, the author and my late wife, died in December 2024 from 

complications of Myleofibrosis, a form of bone marrow cancer. She had obtained 

the rights to the publication back from Oxford University Press and had begun work 

on a second edition. She had conducted many interviews but had not been able to 

update any of the text. This version of the publication, which is no longer in print, 

is donated by the family to the Friends of the Arcata Marsh, who use it as part of 

their docent training. Any errors in transcription are purely my responsibility. 

Please enjoy – Hugh Scanlon. 

 


